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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 4158 

EO 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, ES 

SUB J : INCIDENT AT TEJUTLA 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 4125 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ROMERO THIS MORNING (3 SEPT- 
EMBER) SUBJECT OF KILLINGS IN TEJUTLA CAME UP IN CONTEXT 
GENERAL DISCUSSION HUMAN RIGHTS, RULE OF LAW, AND TERRORISM, 
CRIMINALITY AND DELINQUENCY. ROMERO INSISTED THAT INCIDENT IN 
TEJUTLA WAS ONE OF CONFRONTATION BETWEEN CATTLE RUSTLERS AND 
RURAL POLICE (POLICIA DE HACIENDA- WHICH, INCIDENTALLY, IS 
DISTINCT SERVICE FROM CUSTOMS POLICE OR POLICIA DE ADUANA). 

HE COULD NOT ACCEPT STORY CHURCH HAD CIRCULATED, SAYING FIRST 
THAT WORD QTE CATECHISTS UNQTE USED LOSELY FOR ANYONE 
WHO ATTENDS MASS; AND SECOND THAT CHURCH WAS LOSING PARISH- 
IONERS RAPIDLY AND ITS ACTIONS WERE FRANTIC EFFORTS 
RECOUP FORMER STRENGTH. PRESIDENT SAID THAT WAS WHY EVANGE- 
LICAL RELIGIONS WERE MAKING SUCH IMPRESSIVE INROADS IN THEIR 
MISSIONARY AND PROSELYTIZING EFFORTS IN EL SALVADOR. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 04158 041714Z 


2. PRESIDENT DECRIED FACT THAT IN EL SALVADOR LAWS AND 
JUDICIAL PROCEDURES, AS WELL AS TRADITION, DID NOT ALWAYS 
ALLOW FOR SITUATION SUCH AS TEJUTLA TO BE TAKEN CARE OF BY 
DUE PROCESS. HE MENTIONED SPECIFICALLY ARCHAIC PROVISION OF 
LAW THAT CONVICTION FOR MURDER REQUIRED WITNESSES. HE EMPHASIZED 
PRESENT PROGRAM OF GOVERNMENT TO REVISE AND MODERNIZE PENAL 
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CODE, POLICE PRACTICES, AND PRISION CONDITIONS. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH PRESIDENT'S ARGUMENTS SOUNDED SINCERE 
AND REASONABLE, SO DO THOSE OF CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES. IT 
IS DIFFICULT IN EL SALVADOR TO FIND OUT AND RECOGNIZE WHAT IS 
TRUE AND WHAT IS FALSE, EXPECIALLY WITH EMBASSY'S PRESENT 
CAPABILITIES FOR INFORMATION COLLECTION. 

LUBENSKY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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